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Welcome, and thank you for considering auditioning to become a cast member in our show!

Domino Theatre will be producing ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ (adapted by Dale
Wasserman from a novel by Ken Kesey) as part of its 2017-2018 season. While the show will run from
April 26th to May 12th, your involvement, if cast, would begin right away.

This play wrestles with themes pertaining to institutionalization, mental health, and many
different forms of control. While the subject matter portrays some of the darker sides of the field of
psychology, there is also an air of levity and hope which pervades. It is my goal to bring the themes and
issues in our script to the forefront in ways that feel timeless and relevant, given the decades of change
and improvement in the field.

To do this, I intend to partner with our cast to explore the nature of the patients’ situations from
a viewpoint which is more literary than literal, and to study the motivations of the staff and other
characters with an eye to humanize rather than stereotype.

It is my hope that, should you choose to audition, you will be ready to approach this production
with an open mind and willingness to share and create with all of your team members.

If you have any questions beyond what is covered in this guide, or if there is anything we can do
differently to help you feel more welcome, please email our production team at
OneFlewOverDomino@gmail.com
Thank you again for taking the time to consider an audition, and I look forward to seeing you in
January!

Dan Niznik
Director
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AUDITION GUIDELINES
WHEN
Auditions will be held during the following times, in 15 minute blocks:
 Sunday, January 7, 14h - 18h
 Monday January 8, 19h - 21h
 Saturday, January 13, 14h - 18h
WHERE
Auditions will take place in the lounge of Domino Theatre, 52 Church St, Kingston.
Auditionees are asked to enter through the front doors and wait in the lobby until called.
WHO
Auditions are open to the general public. We are casting for:
 12 Male Roles (adult)***
 4 Female Roles (adult)
***PLEASE NOTE FOR THE ROLE OF ‘BROMDEN’ WE ARE SEEKING AN
ABORIGINAL/FIRST NATIONS PERFORMER ONLY
HOW
Drop-ins are welcome, however priority will be given to those who register in advance.
To register, please visit the sign up sheet, or email us at: OneFlewOverDomino@gmail.com
WHAT TO PREPARE





Auditionees are asked to prepare 1 monologue of their choice (1-2 minutes max; please
choose a selection which is not from “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”)
Please also prepare 2 short stories about yourself (less than a minute each). One true, one
false.
Optionally, you can print and fill out the ‘Pre-Audition Questionnaire’ in advance.

WHAT TO EXPECT

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Please arrive 5 minutes early.
You will need to fill out a questionnaire and wait until called.
You will perform your prepared monologue.
You will be given a script to read cold.
There will be a short interview.
You will be asked to tell your two stories.
We will take a photo for our records.
We are not expecting to do additional callbacks.
Results will be sent to you directly.
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The Characters
The Patients
Chief Bromden
Chief Bromden is the son of a chief of a Chinookan tribe and a white woman. He suffers from
paranoia and hallucinations, has received multiple electroshock treatments, and has been in the
hospital for ten years, longer than any other patient in the ward. He has also been pretending to
be deaf and dumb up until McMurphy's arrival. Bromden sees modern society as a huge,
oppressive "machine" and the hospital as a place meant to fix people who do not conform.
Bromden narrates the story of the mental ward while regaining a sense of himself as an
individual.
Randle Patrick McMurphy
R. P. McMurphy is a big gambler, a con man, and a free spirit. He was sentenced to six months
at a prison work farm, and when he was diagnosed as a psychopath he did not protest because
he thought the hospital would be more comfortable than the work farm. McMurphy serves as an
unlikely Christ figure in the play —the dominant force challenging the establishment, and the
ultimate savior of the victimized patients.
Dale Harding
Harding is an acerbic, college-educated patient and president of the Patients’ Council. Harding
helps McMurphy understand the realities of the hospital. He has a difficult time dealing with the
oppressive nature of society, so he hides in the hospital voluntarily. Harding’s development and
the reemergence of his individual self signal the success of the patients battle against Ratched.
Billy Bibbit
Billy is a shy patient who has a bad stutter and who seems much younger than his thirty-one
years. Billy Bibbit is dominated by his mother, one of Nurse Ratched’s close friends. Billy is
voluntarily in the hospital, as he is afraid of the outside world.
Charles Cheswick
Cheswick is the first patient to support McMurphy’s rebellion against Nurse Ratched’s power.
He alternates between an aggressive temper and childish giggles. His twitchy hands often
suggest his mental fragility.
Martini
Martini is another childlike hospital patient. He lives in a world of delusional hallucinations, but
McMurphy is sympathetic and includes Martini in their antics and card games, which is a
significant boost for this volatile personality.
Scanlon
Scanlon is the only patient, besides McMurphy, who was involuntarily committed to the hospital.
Scanlon has fantasies of blowing things up. Like most of the inmates, he is totally unpredictable.
Ruckley
Ruckley was once an Acute, but he was transformed into a Chronic due to a botched lobotomy.
He alternates between being a figure of fun and mockery, although he is ultimately unnerving
and a constant warning to McMurphy.
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The Staff
Nurse Ratched
The head of the hospital ward, Nurse Ratched, the play’s antagonist, is a middle-aged former
army nurse. She rules her ward with an iron hand and masks her humanity and femininity
behind a stiff, patronizing facade. She selects he rstaff for their submissiveness, and she
weakens her patients through a psychologically manipulative regime designed to destroy their
self-esteem. Ratched’s emasculating, mechanical ways slowly drain all traces of humanity from
her patients.
Doctor Spivey
Nurse Ratched chose Doctor Spivey as the doctor for her ward because he is as easily cowed
and dominated as the patients. With McMurphy’s arrival, he, like the other patients, begins to
assert himself. He even supports McMurphy’s unusual plans for the ward, such as holding a
carnival.
Aide Williams
Williams is the most aggressive orderly in Nurse Ratched’s team. Sarcastic with the patients but
none too bright, he is constantly wary of Ratched. He soon gets on McMurphy's case.
Aide Warren
Warren is embittered and anti-everybody - including Nurse Ratched. He nevertheless competes
with Williams to get in Ratched's good books. He enjoys baiting Chief Bromden.
Aide Turkle
Turkle is the nighttime orderly for Nurse Ratched’s ward. He is a potsmoker, likes a drink, and
has an eye for the ladies. He helps the patients throw the after-hours party in the ward.
Nurse Flinn
Flinn is a strict Catholic nurse who works with Nurse Ratched. She is afraid of the patients’
sexuality. She is efficient but naive.
Other Characters
Candy Starr
Candy is a good friend of McMurphy's--a beautiful and carefree "tart with a heart." She makes
the hearts of all the male inmates beat significantly faster and is not bright but not a fool.
Sandra
Sandra is a "good time girl" who knows McMurphy and is friends with Candy Starr. She is not
bright and recently separated from a very odd husband.
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Pre-Audition Questionnaire
for Dale Wasserman’s
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
Please fill out this form and submit it to the casting panel at the start of your audition

Name: _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________________________
Are you 19 years of age or older?
(circle your answer)

Yes

No

Do you consent to having your photo taken?
We are taking reference photos to help in the deliberation process. Photos will not be shared
outside the production, or uploaded to the internet for any purpose.
(circle your answer)

Yes

No

Please list any conflicts you might have with the performance run (April 26-May 12)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please list any conflicts you might have with rehearsals (1-3 a week)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please list any special requirements, physical impairments, or personal inhibitions
that would need to be taken into consideration
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank You!

